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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated and some who are fully vaccinated. In our determined 
care for each other, please follow these rules: 
 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 29, 2021; 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “All Glory Be to God on High,” J.S. Bach 

 

Entrance 

Stand as you ae able as the cross is carried in from the church entrance 

Gathering Hymn “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun,” #557 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble 

repentance, confessing our sin. 
 
All join in singing: 

 
 
P Gracious God,  
C We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God in his mercy has given his son to die for us and for his 
sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ and by his authority, I declare to you the entire  
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.    C Amen. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O God our strength, without you we are weak and 
wayward creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the 
outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, 
that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching 
you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that 
the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add 
anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep 
the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other 
great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we 
call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just 
as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the 
days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s 
children. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  15 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
 

1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those 
who | fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their 
word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain,  
nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. Refrain 
 

Second Reading James 1:17-27 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth 
of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has 
the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, 
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on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who 
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not 
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but 
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

Alleluia Refrain sung by All; Cantor sings proper verse; Refrain sung by All 

 
 
Proper Verse:    
God gave us birth by the | word of truth 

so that we would become a kind of first fruits | of creation. 
Refrain 

 

Gospel Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples 
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the 
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat 
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other 
traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 
defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching human  
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precepts as doctrines.’ 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold 
to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 
you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in 
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated.  
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

 
Stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “O God, My Faithful God,” #806 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide 

 My Ways,” arr. Mark Sedio  
 
A Let us pray.  Holy Spirit, Giver of life, 
C You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from 

idleness to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your 
service, and with the Church through all the ages we give thanks 
for the saving love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty, merciful Lord. . . all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 
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Communion Hymn  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is,” #502 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 
A Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament 
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Praise, my Soul, the God of Heaven,” #864 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Cornet Voluntary,” John Travers 
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Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense  with License #702571-A. 
Kyrie.  Music Swee Hong Lim Music © 1990 General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik.Psalm 15 antiphon music: Bruce Bengtson 
frp, Psalter for Worship, Year B, copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
Gospel Acclamation (ELW 168) arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
You Are Holy, Text and music: Per Harling, © 1990 Ton Vis Production AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Cornet Voluntary. John Travers from Old English Organ Music for Manuals, Book 1.Coppyright © 1966 Oxford University Press. 
O God, My Faithful God. Intro David P. Dahl from Introductions and Alternate Accompaniments for Organ, vol. 9 copyright © 2009 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways. Setting Mark Sedio, from Come and Praise, Volume 3. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved.  
Morning Hymn. Intro Jan Bender from The Master Organ Works of Jan Bender. Copyright © 2005 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. 
Praise My Soul. Intro and setting: Jeremy J. Bankson from A Lutherridge Collection: Hymn Introductions and Accompaniments. Copyright © 2019 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Arr. Noel Rawsthorne from Two Hundred Last Verses. Copyright © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.  
The King of Love My Shepherd Is (St. Columba). Introduction/arr. James Biery, from Introductions and Alternate Accompaniments for Organ, vol 4. 
Copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Arr. Ronald Arnatt Copyright © 1979 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights 
reserved.  

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Aug. 28—ST. AUGUSTINE, d. 430, bishop of Hippo in North Africa, 
renowned philosopher, and perhaps the greatest of all theologians in the 
Western church.  MOSES THE BLACK, d. 405, the leader of a gang of 
bandits who became a desert monk and whose conversion had a great 
impact on his native Ethiopia.   
 
Sept. 2—NIKOLAI F. S. GRUNDTVIG, d. 1872, bishop, theologian, 
hymnwriter, and reformer of the Danish church. 

 
 

September 5 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 35:4-71, Psalm 146, James 2:1-10, 14-17, Mark 7:24-37 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 

 

 


